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Embrace the new mood of vibrant patterns

Design Dilemma
Liz Dwyer

Pattern and prints are
back. Here's how to
work them into aroom

‘ f September’s Maison et Objet (the
influential European interior trade
show) was anything to go by, maxi-
malisim is the way forward and pat-

tern and prints the new neutrals,” says

Liza Marconi, co-founder of Dust Design.

“Graphic prints and pattern are still
quite a scary prospect for most Irish home-
owners, especially as we’ve spent so long

pairing everything back and embracing
Scandi minimalism, it’s hard to break rank
and start throwing in loads of chevrons,
cubes and retro motifs,” says Marconi.

Butif you are ready to embrace the new
mood of vibrant patterns, Marconi and
Sarah Drum, the other half of Dust have a
few design rules they always pass on to cli-
ents.

First up, pick a pallet with a few colours
and use it for all your print choices. Next
use more than one type of print and layer
them up, so if using a floral add a geomet-
ric.

Always play with scale, if using a large
zig zag, then add a smaller wave pattern
into the scheme and lastly pick up a colour
from the pattern elsewhere in the room
with a plainer accessory or piece of furni-
ture.

“Pattern can be woven in through loads
different mediums: a brave choice would

Pieces of Me Karl O’Hanlon

Glam-rock
style in French
chateau

Irish property developer
describes his signature
style as rustic, country
French with varying
degrees of chateau glam

ubliner Karl O’Hanlonisa
developer, hotelier and interior
designer who specialisesin
restoring and operating wine
estates and historic French buildings.

O’Hanlon graduated from UCD in 1993,
with a degree in philosophy and politics,
before going on to study European politics
and society at Oxford University.

While working in finance in London
and Dublin, O’Hanlon satisfied his more
creative side by doing a diploma in interior
design. In the early noughties, he took on a
side project restoring boutique properties
inthe south of France, a process he
enjoyed so muchit eventually morphed
into his development company, Domaine
& Demeure.

Hemoved to Languedocin France
permanentlyin 2006 with his wife Anita
and their three children.

The couple opened their first estate,
Chéateau Les Carrasses, in 2011. Chateau
StPierre de Serjac, a19th-century strong-
hold, was their next renovation project,
and the place where the family now lives
and runs a hotel and spa.

Their third restoration resort venture,
Chateau Capitoul, is scheduled for
completion in early2020.

Describe your interiors style?

Inourwork we always try to create interi-
ors that clients and guests will love and
what suits the building or situa-

tion, rather than what we necessar-

ilylove ourselves. But I suppose

our signature style is kind of rustic, country
French with varying degrees of chateau
glamand atouch of rock 'n’roll - comforta-

ble and chic.

Which room doyou mostenjoy and why?
Ilove the salon at Chateau Les Carrasses,
where the grapes were once brought in
fromthe harvest then dropped through
the floor into the vats below. Todayit’s the
reception, the restaurant and the heart
and soul of the estate, especiallyin winter.
I particularlylove the original vaulted
roof, which we just sandblasted back, and
the 19th-century steel pillars.

Whatitems doyou love the mostand why?
The thing Ilove mostin our own houseisa
19th-century Italian basket chandelier,
whichIfoundinpiecesinaboxatan
antique fair and which my
daughter Cararestored,along
with lots of other pieces for St
Pierre. Our buying trips to
the antique fairsand to
Indonesia will be lifelong
memories forme and 1
hope for her. She
wants tobe ajewelry
designer, and has had
alotof practice
restoring chandeliers
to feed her fashion
addiction.

Whois your favourite
designer? Do youownany
oftheir work?
I'particularlylove 19th-centu-
ryand pre-war 20th-century
design-especially mirrors,
chandeliers, Art Nouveau and pre-war
Métiers style. We’ve got a few nice things,
mostly unsigned. For contemporary
designIreallyadmired David Collins -his
restaurantand bar interiors set a totally
new standard, and his work definitely
served as an inspiration for the hotel at
Chéteau St Pierre de Serjac.

I alsolove Brian McGuigan’s furniture
at Orior in Newry—we have a pair of
Thurman couches which will last forever .

Whatwould you save fromafire?
Wife, kids, dog. Nothing else is worth the
risk.

Your favourite gadgetor machine?
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be a full room of wallpaper, like the bird
hexagon paper we usedrecentlyin a Drum-
condra living room, but for many this can
be too much. Feature walls have pretty
much had their day but amore modern ap-

I particularly love
19th-century and pre-war
20th-century design

- especially mirrors,
chandeliers, Art Nouveau
and pre-war Métiers style

Definitely Rainette (French for “little
green frog”), our robot lawnmower. Like a
friendlylittle electric dog, she’s the sixth
member of the family. Gets loads done,
never complains. Occasionally digs
unnecessary holes.

Doyou collectanything specific?
Rock photography-I get tipped off by my
friend Mark Overton, who owns the Off

B A safe way to play with patternis to
introduce geometrics through a bold rug
and then layer up the patterns with
cushions, saya Liza Marconi of Dust
Design (left)

Beat Lounge galleryin Norwich. I also
have a collection of vintage cocktail
shakers, picked up at antique fairs over
the years. Ilove thelook of them, and the
call-backto the1920s and 1930s. You can’t
use them though - everything tastes of
silver polish.

Which artistdoyou mostadmire?
Thereare so many. Dali, Gaudi, Hauss-

proach would be to paper under the dado
rail with a bold pattern and then keep the

rest of theroom white,” says Drum.

Another safe way to introduce geomet-
ricsis through a bold rug and then layer up

m Karl O'Hanlon
with his wife Anita
at their French
home. Top:
Thurman sofas,
made by the Irish
company Orior in
Newry. Above:
O’Hanlon’s
collection of
cocktail shakers.
Right: O’Hanlon’s
19th-century
Italian basket
chandelier.

mann, Frank Lloyd Wright, Francis Ford
Coppola, Steinbeck, Pininfarina and
countless others. Bob Dylan most of all
though.

The biggestinteriors turn-off for you?
Different colour chairs of the same style.
And fake books are an epic fail.

Your favourite travel destination and why?

the patterns with throw cushions. “This
worked really well on a recent project in
Donnybrook, where a Mission-style rug
made to measure by Rug Art and a few fun
cushions, really added zing and colour to
the neutral room.”

Iftrying to source patterned rugs Marco-
ni recommends Rug Art, West Elm and
Rocket St George and for finding fun cush-
ions she loves Made.com, Society 6 and
Missoni. If you just want to dip your toes in
the pattern pond, Drum suggests experi-
menting with a few prints from graphicart-
istslike Camille Walala or for a budget op-
tion you can pick up prints from sites such
as zippi.co.uk. for a little as a tenner, says
Marconi. dust.ie

Come and see the Dust girls talk more
about using patterns and prints at The
Irish Times Design Theatre at the Ideal
Home Show inthe RDS, October 27-30th

Indonesia for both work and holidays. We
getalot of our furniture made there, and
the trips to the factories are always great. [
love the people, the landscape, the food is
terrific,amazing beaches and great surf.

Whatdoes home meantoyou?

Ireland will always be home, but having
been here for solong France hasbecome
home too, and the Languedoc has become
apartofwhoweare. The heartisinboth
now I guess.

Ifyou had €100,000 to spend, whatwould
you buy?

Anita wants meto work less and have
more fun, so probably an Alfa[Romeo]
Spider duetto from the late 1960s. The
most beautiful car and only a little bit
mid-life crisis. There’d be plenty of change
to pay for the towing.
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