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FRANCE Chateau l.es

Carrasses and Chateau St
Pierre de Serjac, Languedoc

Tucked among the vineyards of two historic wine estates in
southern France are a range of villas combining the frills of a
luxury hotel with the privacy of self-catering gites. It’s a short
drive from either chateau to the salt flats along the coast near
Gruissan, home to flocks of wild flamingos, or one of the many
pretty terracotta-roofed villages that bask sleepily in the sun.
The original outbuildings of these two elegant chateaux have
been sensitively transformed into a total of 66 self-catering
properties ranging from cosy villas that sleep two to those
sleeping up to eight - perfect for big families with kids. Each
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Les Forges isione of the
six-bedroom villas you
can rent in the grounds

“of Chateau Les Carrasses
)

has a private terrace or garden, and some have their own pool
(heated from the end of May to the end of September). All
have huge living areas stylishly designed with chic French
furniture, flat-screen TVs and fully equipped Italian kitchens
(which you can put to good use after visiting bustling local
markets at Pézenas, Narbonne and Béziers), as well as en suite
bathrooms for every bedroom. Kids will enjoy a visit to the mini
farms to meet ponies and lambs, and the Canal du Midi is a
short ride from Chateau Les Carrasses on the hotel’s bikes

But what makes these properties unique is the access to the
estate’s hotel facilities (which have eight luxury suites in each,
popular with grandparents looking for peace), including bigger,
heated infinity pools, a beautiful treatment room hidden in a
wine maker’s cottage in the vines at Carasses, a clay tennis
court, a barbecue area and a boules pitch. Walk to one of the
hotel restaurants for delicious dishes made from produce
grown in the estate’s kitchen garden, and, once a week, chefs
fire up the barbecue for an alfresco feast of octopus, grilled
Mediterranean red tuna, local sausages and Aubrac beef as
you take in views of vineyards and the distant Pyrenees.

Need some you time? There’s a kids’ club at each chateau,
and babysitters can be arranged in the evenings. At St Pierre
de Serjac, order fresh baguettes or a grill-ready ‘barbecue box’:
less time in the kitchen means more time on that sun lounger...
BOOK IT: Domaine & Demeure (domainedemeure.com/en)
offers a one-week self-catering holiday for a family of four
with four nights at Chateau les Carrasses and two nights at
Chateau St Pierre de Serjac from £2,150 in April or May.
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